
Town of Newbury 

Conservation Commission Monthly Meeting 

Town Hall – 12 Kent Way 

Tuesday July 19, 2016 at 7 p.m. 

 

Present: Les Jones, John O’Connell, Dan Streeter, Doug Packer, Susan Noyes 

Excused:  Ed Deardon, John Hartnett, Jim Cunningham 

 

Meeting opened at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Public Hearings: 

 

Judith Vezinat & Carole Bradley (10 Exeter Way) – A continued NOI to construct a single-

family home. Mr. Jones made the first motion to continue the hearing and Mr. O’Connell made 

the second motion to accept.  All in favor. 

 

Paula & Eric Warner (11 54th Street) – A continued NOI to replace existing block retaining 

wall. The applicant was unable to attend and had requested a continuance. Mr. Jones made the 

first motion and Mr. O’Connell made the second motion. All in favor. 

James & Jan Roy (88 Pine Island Road) – DEP File No. 050-1206 - NOI to restore portion of 

salt marsh.  Mr. Roy explained his proposed plan and agreed to the board’s suggestion to hire a 

Licensed Site Professional. Chairman Packer went to the audience for questions, there were 

none. The commission had no additional questions. Chairman Packer made a motion to close the 

public hearing; Mr. O’Connell made the first motion and Mr. Jones made the second motion. All 

in favor. 

Keith McDonough (94 Old Point Road) – NOI to construct a new shed. Representative Peter 

Ellison from TEC engineering presented the proposed plans for the shed, which will be 12 feet 

by 20 feet and a total of 264 square feet constructed from cedar and stained to match the existing 

home.  Mr. Ellison also discussed plans to remove nuisance vegetation including poison ivy and 

poison sumac and some invasive species. Mr. O’Connell confirmed with Mr. Ellison that the 

intent is to thin the vegetation as opposed to replacing it elsewhere on the property. Mr. Streeter 

inquired as to the lot coverage to which Mr. Ellison replied that the lot coverage including the 

existing buildings would be 10 percent. Chairman Packer went to the audience for questions. 

Abutter Mr. Degraaf from 6 Smith Street expressed his support of the project. Chairman Packer 

made a motion to close the public hearing; Mr. Streeter made the first motion and Mr. O’Connell 

made the second. All in favor.  

Ed Olin (22 14th Street) – NOI to replace an existing retaining wall and install a pergola. 

Representative John Klufts from GCS Services explained the project to the board. The existing 

concrete retaining wall needs to be replaced and cannot be rebuilt in the same manner.  They also 

plan to construct a 10 foot by 10 foot pergola on top of the wall. The pergola will have open 

sides and sit directly on the ground. Chairman Packer requested photographs of the existing wall 



and plans for the proposed wall and pergola.  Mr. Klufts showed the board pictures of the current 

wall and existing concerns. The proposed wall will have the same dimensions and will tilt 

backwards and be secured to the soil. Chairman Packer advised Mr. Klufts of the necessity of 

additional written narratives and photographs or drawings for the DEP.  Chairman Packer went 

to the audience for questions, there were none. Chairman Packer made a motion to close the 

hearing contingent upon the review of additional drawings and narrative.  Mr. O’Connell made 

the first motion and Mr. Jones made the second motion. All in favor. 

Paul Ivaska & Linda Buckley (45 / 47 Fordham Way) – NOI to repair and replace existing 

front stairs to increase ease of access and space for future installation of stair lift.  Mr. Ivaska and 

Ms. Buckley presented photos of the existing deck, stair and patio area and drawings of the 

intended changes to the board.  They intend to widen and lengthen the existing deck area to 

allow for a future stair lift, and move the steps, increasing lot coverage by 62 feet.  Chairman 

Packer went to the audience for questions. Mr. Bursaw of 54 Southern Blvd. expressed his 

support for the project. Chairman Packer made a motion to close the public hearing; Mr. 

O’Connell made the first motion and Mr. Streeter made the second motion. All in favor. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Martin Burns Wildlife Management Area) – NOI for 

proposed improvements to the Martin Burns Wildlife Management Area including a gravel road, 

stream crossing, and vehicle turn around. Representative Carlton Quinn from Allen and Major 

Associates presented the plan to the board. (Please refer to the narrative for details of the 

proposed project). Currently there are 500 acres that are not accessible for habitat management 

and forestry maintenance. The proposed road improvements would allow access for this purpose. 

There will be heavy truck traffic for a few days a year. The proposed bridge would have minimal 

impact on the stream and will be built at highway standards to accommodate large logging type 

trucks. Mr. O’Connell asked whether there will be any edge to prevent the gravel from migrating 

off of the turnaround area. Mr. Quinn stated that there is no proposed edge, but does not 

anticipate enough traffic to cause a large amount of gravel migration. Mr. Streeter asked about 

the affect on outstanding resource water in the area. Ms. Huckery and Mr. Quinn were unsure of 

any possible effects. Mr. O’Connell suggested referring to research done in the area relative to a 

previous application to construct a sub development in the area. Ms. Huckery reiterated that 

heavy use would be limited to a few days a year. Chairman Packer went to the audience for 

questions. Abutter Ms. Hanlon of 167 Scotland Road and Ms. Rogers, Trustee of property on 

Scotland Road abutting the project both expressed concerns of public use of the access road by 

hunters and hikers, and questioned whether the road would ever be opened to public use. Ms. 

Huckery stated that due to dumping concerns there is no intent of making the area a public 

access road, and that the existing parking adjacent to Scotland Road will remain the same with 

approximate spacing for two cars. Ms. Hamlin asked the board whether the town would need to 

give its approval if the access road were ever opened to the public. Chairman Packer suggested 

making a condition of approval that if the status changes to public use, then it would come before 

the board for review.  Ms. Hamlin also expressed concerns regarding ATV use, as it is a current 



issue.  Ms. Huckery stated that ATV use is prohibited in the Wildlife Management Area and will 

continue to be and suggested they discuss the issue in a sidebar. Mr. Streeter asked whether 

vehicles would be restricted to the road and turnaround area. Ms. Huckery confirmed that they 

would be restricted to the road and turnaround, and equipment can only operate off those areas 

when there is heavy snowpack in the forest. She also stated there is no forestry plan yet but will 

provide when there is one. Chairman Packer made a motion to close the public hearing; Mr. 

O’Connell made the first motion and Mr. Jones made the second motion.  All in favor.  

Certificates of Compliance: 

Marybeth & George Jones (3/5 38th Street) – DEP File No. 050-1030 – Certificate of 

Compliance 

Chairman Packer stated that he inspected the property and noticed some erosion issues with 

regards to the chimney.  The Building Inspector worked with the homeowners to resolve the 

issue and the project was completed satisfactorily.  Chairman Packer recommended issuing the 

Certificate of Compliance. Mr. Jones made the first motion and Mr. O’Connell made the second 

motion. All in favor.  

 

Extension Permit:  None 

 

Emergency Certificates: None 

 

Re-Issuance:  None 

 

Other Business: 

Thomas Bashaw/Lucas Environmental (8 Middle Road) – DEP File No. 050-1162 – Request 

for an Amendment to Order of Conditions. Representatives Steve Long of Borrego Solar and 

Chris Lucas of Lucas Environmental presented the revised plan to the board.  They were denied 

an easement from National Grid which necessitated the revision.  The proposal involves a 

wetland crossing and research conducted indicates it’s the best, least invasive option. They 

investigated obtaining an easement from another abutter, but they were not interested and that 

would also involve a wetland crossing. The area was surveyed and the proposed crossing utilizes 

existing trails.  The crossing would be approximately 197 feet long and 12 feet wide.  No pipe 

will be placed to allow for water runoff, but the road will be maintained every few years. Silt 

fence will be installed up to wetlands. Powerlines will be laid in the road and transition to 

overhead lines partway to connect to an existing distribution line. They will need to obtain a 66 

foot easement from National Grid, but that should be approved. Mr. O’Connell clarified that this 

easement would be a perpendicular easement versus a longitudinal easement. Mr. Packer asked if 

there were any comments from DEP yet, and Mr. Long confirmed there were not. Mr. O’Connell 



asked whether there were drainage issues, Mr. Long confirmed there were not.  Mr. Long stated 

that there would be 2200 square feet in new wetland impact. Mr. Streeter commented that he is 

concerned about the amount of impact.  Chairman Packer replied that he had written a letter to 

National Grid on behalf of the project, but the easement was still denied, so this is the best 

alternative. Mr. Long stated that the project is ready to start as soon as next month. Chairman 

Packer offered to inspect the impact area and call a special meeting after his site visit. Mr. 

Streeter withdrew his concerns.  Chairman Packer suggests inspecting the project once work 

starts and erosion control measures are in place. The board, Mr. Long and Mr. Lucas are in 

agreement. Chairman Packer went to the audience for questions; there were none. Chairman 

Packer moves to close the public hearing; Mr. O’Connell made the first motion and Mr. Streeter 

made the second motion. All in Favor.  

Don Domoretsky (1 Sandy Way) – fence construction. Mr. Domoretsky was constructing a 

solid stockade fence and was instructed that it is not compliant and was informed of his options. 

Mr. Packer reiterated that the slat widths and gap widths need to be equal with no slat overlap.  

Mr. Domoretsky confirmed he is changing his construction to 3.5 inch slats and 3.5 inch gaps 

Meeting adjourned at 8:56  

Respectfully submitted, Jennifer Goodwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


