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Release Date – February 6, 2008 
 
Municipality   Newbury  
Project  Route 1A (High Road) over the Parker River bridge replacement  
Status   30% complete  
Cost     $14,750,000  
Description  The project consists of the replacement of the bridge and reconstruction of the roadway 
approaches, including drainage, sidewalk and guardrail improvements.  Utility relocations to support the project 
are also required.  The project was designed by ASEC Corporation and is being constructed by S&R 
Corporation from Lowell, MA.  The contract has a current completion date of September 2010, however; 
changes to the construction sequencing to utilize a single stage of construction have resulted in a projected 
completion date of November 2009.  MassHighway is moving into the final approval process for an acceleration 
proposal to further reduce the time frame for construction of the project. 
 
Prior Activities -  
 
The bridge was closed to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic on September 27, 2007 to allow the project to 
commence.  A detour route was established and marked with the proper signage using Route 133, Route 1 and 
Hanover Street.  Additional signs were installed at various locations along the detour route notifying drivers of 
the many businesses that remain open during construction.  Traffic signals were installed at the intersection of 
Route 1 with Hanover Street/Middle Street to facilitate traffic movements along the detour route.   
 
Current Project Status –  
 
The Contractor has completed the demolition of the deck and superstructure and is now focusing on the 
construction of cofferdams around the existing piers to facilitate their demolition.  The placement of steel 
sheeting around the piers will allow for the demolition to occur in an enclosed area.  The cofferdam work is 
complete at piers #1 and #3; 60% complete at pier #2 and 50% complete at pier #4.  All of the cofferdam work 
associated with the piers is anticipated to be completed prior to the environmental permit restrictions on “work 
in the water”, which will go into effect in mid February.  The start date for the restrictions was extended 
approximately two weeks, which made the completion of the cofferdam work possible.  The contractor is 
continuing to work extended hours (Ten hours) on weekdays and (Eight hours) on Saturdays during the 
placement of sheeting.  The drilled shafts that will support the northerly abutment have been completed.  This 
work required the removal of earth, obstructions and solid rock to deep depths followed by the placement of 
steel reinforcement and cement concrete.  Once the construction of the cofferdams is complete, the work 
associated with the remaining drilled shafts and the formwork for the proposed abutments will also commence. 
 
Two electronic signs remain in place on Route 1 at its intersection with Central Street/Glen Street in Rowley to 
enhance driver awareness of traffic movements at this location.  MassHighway recently positioned “speed 
reader” boards on both sides of the intersection to increase driver awareness regarding operating speeds and also 
agreed to assist Rowley Police with speed enforcement initiatives in the area. 
 
In response to concerns expressed by local officials, MassHighway modified the timing of the traffic signals at 
the intersection of Route 1 with Route 133 in Rowley to counter the effects of a malfunctioning vehicle detector 
on Route 133 westbound that was causing delays on Route 1.  MassHighway is reviewing options to temporarily 
restore the detection for the affected approach until weather conditions will allow permanent repairs to be 
completed. 
 

Note: Additional project information and history can be found by visiting MassHighway’s website at: 

http://www.mhd.state.ma.us/ and clicking on the Project Info tab and selecting Projects under Design and Construction for 

the Town of Newbury, Project No. 603075. 
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Progress Photos – 

 

 

 

 

Existing Pier #3 showed enclosed within the cofferdam.  Demolition work can proceed within the 

cofferdam and as a result will not be considered “in water work”.  Mid span looking east. 
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Final phase of demolition of the concrete deck and superstructure.  Mid span looking southeast 

with pier #3 in the foreground. 
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Temporary bridging to support construction activities between north abutment and pier #1.  

Northwest corner looking southeast. 


